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1. PLACES VISITED 

U. S. S. R. (Moscow, Leningrad and Kiev). 

2. PURPOSE OF VISIT 

2.1. To attend the I.F. A, C. (International Federation of Automatic 
Control) Conference in Moscow. (See Appendix 1). 

2,2. To visit education.al and, industrial establishments. 

3. DATE OF VISIT 

25th June 1960 - 9th July, 1960 (inclusive). 

4. GENERAL COMMENTS ON THE I. F. A. C. CONFERENCE  

4.1, Technical 

The background of the International Federation of Automatic Control 
is given in Appendix 1. The Conference held at Moscow State University 
(June 27th, 1960 to 1st July, 1960) was the first I.F.A. C. Conference. 

As stated in Appendix 1, I.F.A. C. is composed of 29 national 
organisations and the United Kingdom is represented by the British 
Conference on Automation and Computation (B. C.A.C. ), 

There were approximately 80 members in the British delegation, led 
by J.F.Coales (Cambridge University). The total number of delegates was 
approximately 1,100. The technical content of the Conference, as presented 
in 274 papers, embraced theory; components and industrial applications of 
automatic control. With eleven sim.utaneous sessions, the overall 
impression of any one individual are restricted to attendance at a small 
percentage of the number of sessions and informal discussions with other 
delegates. A feature which impressed most Western delegates was the 
concentration of Russian mathematicians and scientists on the theory of 
non-linear control systems, and the excellent quality of Russian papers on this 
topic. Russian contributions to non-linear mathematics, of course, are well 
known, but it was' interesting to learn of the concentrated effort to apply 
these theoretical aspects to typical physical systems. On the other hand, 
practical realisation of these techniques, in the form of working equipment, 
was not impressive and was reflected in the small number of Russian papers 
devoted to this topic. This point was also confirmed during visits to 
industrial establishments. 
































































